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Ready for Serve Receive 
By Wyatt Onstott 

 

  It’s that time of year again for high school vol-

leyball! The team is so excited to get back to work with 

players, new and old. With this new team coach Mrs. 

Boettcher stated, “This team is so much fun and has 

great potential.”  Of course, they believe that they can 

do better, but everyone is pretty confident that they 

have improved since last season. Mostly the players 

want to work on teamwork, staying calm, and personal work like serving or setting. 

Now you must wonder, what motivates the team? Well some said they enjoy the 

sport and find it interesting, while others stated they want to 

keep working hard and that it felt wrong to give up.  

 This season there are seven returning players that 

bring various levels of experience to the team. These student 

athletes include senior Helen Hein, junior Marissa Fankhauser, 

and sophomores Grace Fankhauser, Adia Thomson, Janie Fon-

seca-Warm, Marie Hein, and Andie West. Newcomers this 

season bring different skills that help round out the team’s 

skill set. Junior Makayla Woolington and sophomore Amanda Montelongo are joined 

by the incoming freshmen Riley Jones, MaKayla Enriquez, Jaelyn Yetter, and Karleigh 

Leslie. The team says that their ability as a group is co-

hesive, hardworking, lighthearted, and all around fun. 

They do believe that the abilities they have on the court 

are really good, but can definitely improve.  The Lady 

Wildcats have a busy schedule of both JV and varsity 

games this fall. We wish our volleyball team the best of 

luck as they continue on in their season! 



P A G E  2  

 

Every summer before the students come back from break, the 

maintenance crew makes improvements around the school. This summer 

there were three major improvements that will have a big impact on the 

students this school year.  

The newest addition to the school is an espresso machine. The 

purpose of having this in our school is for our school’s High Energy Cap-

puccino business. Students will learn the basics of running a business and 

financial sales. Grades 9-12 will be able to get coffee from the espresso machine.  To determine the cost of 

the coffee and cappuccino, the students will complete research by surveying the student body and staff 

members on what they think would be a reasonable price for a “cup o’ joe”. The business students will ex-

periment with coffee flavors and create their own specialty drinks. 

Our second addition to the school is a new ventilation system for the shop. With so many projects 

going on in that area, this new ventilation system will help improve the air quality in the shop and the 

school. It is also required by state mandate to have ventilation for this area, so the school moved to install 

a new system. With the new ventilation system in place, the work space is now a safer and cleaner environ-

ment.   

The last major upgrade of the school for this year was the gym floor. The reason they redid the 

floor is so that when we have home games, the floor looks “nice and bright.” The newly refurbished floor 

will also provide better traction for the athletes and students partaking in activities. It took almost the 

whole month of June to renovate the gym floor, and Mr. Jones stated, “it affects the school in a positive 

way because it improves the appearance of our gym.” 

Thanks to the efforts of the summer maintenance crew, our school was ready and looking spiffy for 

the first day of school.  If you haven’t had a chance to see the updated gym floor,  you will have a chance 

to see it during Homecoming week in October.  

October 15th 
 

 Varsity Volleyball @ 5:30 pm     
 

 Varsity Football @ 7 pm 

  

Out with the Old, in with the New 

By Shelton Burback 

October 14th 
 
 Community Supper @ 5:30 pm 
 
 Community Volleyball @ 6:30 
        Flag Football Game to follow 
 
 Homecoming Pep Rally after  

the games 

Homecoming 2021 

October 16th 
 
 

 Homecoming Celebration from 
8:00 pm—10: 00 pm 

Beat the 

Coyotes! 
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        Prepare for the State Fair! 

            By David Selves 

 This year, a group of students led by Miss Leffers and Mrs. Olsen trav-

elled to the Nebraska State Fair to participate in a Quiz Bowl competition and 

written academic tests. The students that met the requirements to go along in-

cluded Makyla Mason, Lily Teeple, Madde Hill, Jaelyn Yetter, Logan Mason, 

Gabe Teeple, Isaac Olsen, and David Selves. 

The students stayed in a hotel, and went to the fair during the day, 

where there was a variety of carnival rides and games. The students participated 

in competitions such as block building and cup stacking along with many oth-

ers. During their downtime, the students enjoyed the water slides at the hotel 

and the games at the Big Apple Fun Center which included an epic game of la-

ser tag! 

 Each of the students did great, and they all agreed that the time spent 

together was the best part of the experience. Most of them felt semi-confident 

about the tests that they took, and we had some great results for Quiz Bowl! 

Lily Teeple stated, “After four years of not winning any rounds in Quiz Bowl, we 

won two this time!” We are all proud of these students and how they represent-

ed Banner County School at the State Fair.  

State Fair Results 

Madde Hill 

 Social Studies– 9th  
 
Logan Mason 

 Grammar —Tied 9th 
 
Makyla Mason 

 Grammar—8th 
 Math— Tied 6th 
 
Isaac Olsen 

 Social Studies— Honorable 
       Mention 
 Math— Honorable Mention 
 Cipher Down—1st 
 Cup Stacking—Honorable 
       Mention 

Lily Teeple 

 Math—Honorable Mention 
 Grammar— Honorable Mention 
 Science—7th 
 Social Studies— Tied 10th 
 
David Selves 

 Grammar—Tied 10th 
 Science—4th 
 Spelling— Tied 6th 
 Construction— 10th 
 
Jaelyn Yetter 

 Social Studies— Honorable  
      Mention 
 Science—4th 
 Cipher Down—1st 

Way to go Wildcats! 

Isaac enjoying a sky gondola 
ride around the State Fair 
after his competition. 

Gabe Teeple 

 Science— Honorable Mention 
 Grammar— Tied 6th 
 Social Studies— 10th 
 Math— 7th 
 Cipher Down— 1st 
 Spelling—8th 
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A Glimpse of the Past 
By David Selves and Wyatt Onstott 

Are you ready for a bit of nostalgia? Well let the reminiscing begin. The timeframe we will be dis-

cussing is when Banner County School had just been consolidated. Originally, Banner County School was 

only a schoolhouse and a gym. These buildings still remain and can be found on the north side of the 

school property today. After some time, the school added dormitories so students and teachers that had 

to travel greater distances could stay closer to the school. Over the years, the buildings’ purposes had 

changed and the new school was built to accommodate the increased student enrollment, but the legacy 

of Banner County School had already begun.  

 For the younger generation, the changes at the school have-

n’t seemed so extreme but for students who graduated when the 

new school building was being built, the changes are quite noticea-

ble.  We had an opportunity to sit down with a few alumni that grad-

uated from Banner County High School to visit about their experi-

ences from when they went to high school. One such person was 

Bruce Anderson, the son of the first superintendent of the consoli-

dated Banner County School, Jon “Ferdie” Anderson. 

Bruce graduated in 1969. He thought it was kind of hard to think back so far since it has been years 

since being in school and hasn’t thought about his time in BCS for a while. After taking a walking tour 

around the school grounds, we were able to talk about some of his favorite memories from high school 

and in general, what a school day was like. 

 
From left to right:  
Mitchell Klein, Bruce 
Anderson -Class of ‘69, 
Jeri Revelle - Class of ‘70, 
Ron Johnson - Class of ‘65, 
and Paula Johnson 
standing in front of the 
mural  memorial for  
Ahlean Anderson, Bruce’s 
mom.  
 
Our guests enjoyed their 
visit around  the school 
and reminisced about 
their days learning at BCS. 

Continued on page 5 
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Friday Night Lights Are Back 

By Shelton Burback 

Each year there are new challenges to overcome and adapt to 

in high school football. This year, there are five returning players with 

four newcomers. Senior Alex Rundell is joined by Noah Yetter, a re-

turning junior, sophomores Adam Knaub, Nathan Clement, and Ja-

cob Parsons. Newcomers this year include Shelton Burback, Brentsen 

McGowan, Kristian Clure, and Isaac Olsen.   

This team will be looking to team captain, Alex Rundell to 

help lead the team into their season. Alex enjoys football because it 

is both a physical and mental sport. He joined football as a freshman, 

and he has stuck with it all throughout his high school career. One 

goal he has is for the defensive line men to improve.  

Mr. Jones is pushing our team harder than ever to improve. 

His main goal this season is for our team to win at least four games. 

Some of their strengths result from many players from last season 

returning for this year. We wish our Wildcat team good luck! 

 

Once we were able to sit down and talk, some of the differences between the past and present 

were shown. “We generally had science and a couple of different math classes with electives such as 

sports, music, art, German, and even French classes.” Bruce remembered that even though the students 

didn’t get to leave the school for many extra trips, he remembered fondly about a summer band trip to 

Lincoln. Most of their trips were for sports and music performances.   

When it came to the class sizes, Bruce stated, “There was about 20 to 30 students in each one 

which was normal for him and his classmates.  There were not many changes between our 1st and 12th 

grade yearbooks. You don’t quite appreciate your peers until you don’t see them very often.” As we were 

coming to the end of our interview, a question about his former teachers and classmates came up. “The 

people and teachers were my best experiences at Banner County. Teachers are super important, and I 

hope that everyone has one or two teachers that they can trust and talk to about different situations.” 

It was a pleasure to have this interview with Bruce Anderson. It was so interesting to compare edu-

cation from the past to the current learning experience. We keep looking towards the future of education. 

Continued from A Glimpse of the Past from page 4. 

A special presentation of the flag during the 
home game against Crawford as a 
remembrance of the 9/11 attacks.  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
October 12, 2020 
 
Awards and Recognitions 

President Ron Johnson commended the students who participated at State Fair. Each of the BCS students placed in the Academic Com-
petitions! See page 3 . 
Adopt Budget, Fiscal Year 2021-2022 
Adopt the following Budget for Fiscal Year 2021-2022: General Fund Budget: $5,123,894; Depreciation Fund Budget: $583,811; Em-
ployee Benefit Fund Budget: $104,138; School Nutrition Fund Budget: $190,046; Special Building Fund Budget: $550,087. TOTAL 
BUDGET: $6,551,976 and UNUSED BUDGET AUTHORITY: $0. Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Douglas 
Olsen. 
Approve Tax Request Resolution, Fiscal Year 2021-2022 
Approve the District's Tax Request for the 2021-2022 school fiscal year: the General Fund is set at $2,553,445, Tax levy .852 and the 
Tax Request for the Special Building Fund is set at $101,010, Tax levy .033. The total tax levy will be $.885 per $100 of assessed value. 
Passed with a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 
Approve purchase of water reel from Smith Irrigation Equipment. 
Approve purchase of water reel irrigation system from Smith Irrigation Equipment for $8,200 Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and 
a second by Ronald Johnson. 
Approve purchase of five Clear Touch interactive panels 
Approve purchase of five Clear Touch interactive panels from KCAV for $18,636.52. (Paid for by ESSER III federal grant.) Passed with 
a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

21-22 BUDGET—LOWEST TAX LEVY IN 25 YEARS 
This year’s budget and tax levy were approved at the September 11th, BOE meeting. Despite 
the General Fund budget increase of 11% (primarily due to Federally Funded programming) 
and property valuations decreasing by 1.68%, the $0.885 per $100 valuation will continue to 
support quality student programming and bolster the  Special Building Fund for anticipated  
repairs and upgrades.  
 

Banner County School has been described to me as the “heart” of the community. That is all 
too evident in the community participation at school events and the number of community 
groups and individual patrons who use the school facilities. Our school also contributes to the 
economic well-being of many Banner County residents. Over 42% percent of this year’s budget 
will go back to Banner County residents—32 of our 46 employees—through salaries and bene-
fits.  
 

With the support of our School Board members, I am proud that our school budget continues 
to support quality academic, athletic, and activity programming for students. From earning col-
lege credits while still in high school, to developing athletic ability and leadership, to building a 

performance repertoire and experiencing 
workplace skills—students can meet or ex-
ceed their personal goals in a uniquely flexi-
ble learning environment.  
 
The lion’s share (Wildcat’s share!) of our  
budget goes directly to students. As it 
should. 
  
Thank you for your continued support! 

Year Levy 

1996 $1.293 

1997 $1.098 

1998 $0.992 

1999 $0.992 

2000 $0.993 

2001 $0.999 

2002 $0.995 

2003 $0.959 

2004 $0.952 

2005 $0.952 

2006 $0.952 

2007 $0.952 

2008 $0.952 

2009 $0.962 

2010 $0.962 

2011 $0.962 

2012 $0.962 

2013 $0.962 

2014 $0.962 

2015 $0.962 

2016 $0.962 

2017 $0.940 

2018 $0.915 

2019 $0.901 

2020 $0.933 

2021 $0.885 
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SUPPORT OUR WILDCAT READERS 
 

 Banner County students K-12 are starting a new AR Reading incentive program and need 
your support!   Accelerated Reading (AR) is a student-level program where students read books at 
their individual reading ability and take assessments over those books to earn points. As they earn 
points, they will earn incentives at various point levels. By supporting our students, you are encour-
aging them to read and therefore laying a path of success for our Wildcat students’ future! Your do-
nation will help fund prizes for our students to earn as they put time and effort into reading. 

 
If you feel inclined to support our students please remit the form below and your donation by  

October 31, 2021 to:  
 

Banner County Schools 
P.O. Box 5 

Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

*Please make checks payable to Banner County Schools MEMO: AR Donation 
 

 

  
Name: ________________________________ 

  
  _____I would like to donate $1-50 to become a WHITE donor! 
 
 

  _____I would like to donate $51-100 to become a BLUE donor! 
 
 

  _____I would like to donate $100+ to become a WILDCAT donor! 
 

                   **All WILDCAT donors will receive a family activities ticket!!  

Go Wildcats! 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
Complimentary Dine and Learn Educational Workshop: 

 

 how to sell your farm or ranch tax-free 

 pass the value tax-free to your heirs 

 provide yourself a lifetime of income 

 
Presenter: Patrick S Jolliffe, AIF®, ChFC®, Vice-President & 
Chief Compliance Officer, FamilyWealth  Advisers, LLC 
 
Patrick S Jolliffe is a 25-year veteran of the securities and insur-
ance industries. Having founded two separate Registered Invest-
ment Advisory firms, Pat has experience in myriad areas of disci-
pline, including investment advisory and financial planning. Pat 
received his BSBA from the University of Denver and holds the 
Accredited Investment Fiduciary and Chartered Financial Consult-
ant designations. Pat grew up in Scottsbluff, is married to his wife 
Jan, and has four children and two grandchildren. 

 

When: Tuesday, October 26th, 2021, 6:00 PM-7:30 
PM & Thursday, October 28th, 2021, 6:00PM-7:30 PM 
 
Where: Banner County School Cafeteria –    
Dine at 6 PM, Learn at 6:45 PM 

SEATING IS LIMITED – RESERVE NOW BY CALLING:  
866-746-3743 OR BY VISITING THE FOLLOWING 

LINK   https://go.familywealth.us/banner_county  
 
You can also reach Pat by calling at 308.631.4513 
or by email at pjoliffe@familywealth.us. 
 

Financial Planning and Investment Management Services 
offered through FamilyWealth Advisers, LLC, Registered 
Investment Advisor. 

https://go.familywealth.us/banner_county


Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

OCTOBER 2021 


